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Introduction

As America celebrated Labor Day in the midst of war in September 1918,

Secretary of War Newton D. Baker penned a statement of reassurance to workers in the

American Federation of Labor’s newspaper. “When the story of America’s participation

in this war comes to be written, the formation of our great armys, its transfer across the

seas and the heroic battles in which it engaged will no doubt be given the most

impressive place,” he wrote, “but the wise historian will analyze the cause which made

these things possible, and high among them he will find the patriotism and zeal of ‘“‘

99 1

American Labor.”” For organized labor, the years between the assassination of Arch-

Duke Ferdinand 1n 1914 and the armistice agreement at Versailles in 1919 were critical.

When America sent its army to Europe in 1918, Labor’s “industrial army” was pressed to

build the ships and airplanes to transport 1t. Throughout the war, the government and

union leaders urged labor’s soldiers to increase productivity to ensure guns, munitions,

blankets, and uniforms to be supplied to the front lines.
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For subscribers to the American Federationist, the AFL’s monthly newspaper,

this also meant a constant stream of pleas for patriotism, ceaseless production, and a
crack down on more radical movements within the trade union. During the two years of

America’s involvement, the paper became a tool of Samuel Gompers for promoting his

brand of conservative trade unionism; the preponderance of articles, features, and

editorials stemmed from his single pen.” Moreover, during the war the Federationist

increasingly showed signs of the direction the AFL was heading under Gompers,

' American Federationist (henceforth: AF) Sept. 1918.
* AF Jan. 1912 - April 1914.
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abandoning many of the principles the union had been built upon in favor of President

Wilson and the war.

The Federationist was far reaching. State branches of the AFL offered the

publication to workers as an alternative to the less labor-friendly dailies and weeklies
offered locally. With no radio, television, or national conventions west of the Rockies,
the publication also served as the mouthpiece for the AFL, giving those with limited
access to the doings of the union an opportunity to read about how the union was faring
nationally. Coverage, however, was limited; the news from Washington D.C. could
provide little breaking or immediately pertinent news for workers in the West. To remedy

this, state branches created their own publications to fill the gaps left by the

Federationist.

For workers 1n Portland, Oregon, the Oregon Labor Press (OLP) took that role.
An alternative to what the OLP called “capitalist press,” it provided the local coverage,
editorials on regional/local issues, and an outlet for local labor expression.” As the war
progressed, the Press also became a venue for Portland workers to begin forming a class-
consciousness. Their ideas, like Gompers’s had in his publication, began to change and
became more visible in the pages of their newspaper. But it was hardly in the same
direction. They began promoting ideas that were in direct opposition to the sort promoted
by Gompers in the Federationist, and as the war progressed, their ideas led the Oregon
Labor Press to the edge of acceptable radicalism. More interestingly is that this
radicalism came about in area many historians point to as unlikely for militant, radical

unionism. It lacked many of the qualities such as radical leadership, significant wartime

industry, or massive immigration that had contributed to radicalism elsewhere.

* Oregon Labor Press (henceforth: OLP) Feb. 13, 1917.
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By examining the content of the OLP and the Federationist during this time, a
dramatic shift in the 1deas, politics, and concerns of the AFL’s president and workers
becomes evident. The Federationist would move from being a non-partisan publication
into a vehicle that promoted the aims of its editor and his new friends in Washington,
while the OLP 1n a more radical direction, drastically different from Gompers’s brand of
conservative unionism. The years during the First World War would prove a turning
point at which the American Federationist and the Oregon Labor Press would transform
into very different publications representing the growing differences between the
organization’s president and the workers he represented. Further, that workers in Portland
were among those resisting suggests that radicalism was not confined to only localities
with the proper ingredients for it. Thus it is my contention as Gompers began to change
the direction of the AFL 1n league with the Democratic Party during World War I, there
were not only radical factions existing within the AFL resisting his move toward more

conservative unionism, but that radical factions emerged in areas that historians have

suggested were unlikely

The “Wise Historians” and Labor’s Role
Long after the war was over, Newton Baker would turn out to be right. Historians
have analyzed the significance of American Labor’s contribution to the war effort in
1917, some have even found to have reached the “most impressive place” among battles
and technology. Furthér, many note that the First World War marked a turning point in

union politics, policies, and 1deas, particularly for the American Federation of Labor.
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T'o demonstrate this change, many of the older guard of AFL scholarship looked
particularly to the changes made by Samuel Gompers as the most significant trends that
shaped the union. Simeon Larson and Frank L. Grubbs argue that it was Gompers who
was able to assert almost total control over the AFL, and thus steer the direction of
organized labor policy toward conservative unionism.” Their approach, however, is very
top-down. Hardly mentioning the rank-and-file as an independently thinking group,
Larson manages to give a very detailed account of the extent Gompers went to secure
their support and the problems he encountered. Larson suggests that Gompers was
ultimately successtul in that attempt to secure support and that radical opposition was
reserved for socialists or non-AFL unions like the Industrial Workers of the World.
Grubbs also takes Larson’s top-down approach, portraying Samuel Gompers as the “icon
ot the labor movement,” but notes that the AFL was not entirely supportive. Grubbs
highlights Gompers’s struggle to overcome the Pacifist resistance within AFL,
acknowledging that opposing viewpoints did exist within the union. Like Larson, he also
maintains that Gompers was ultimately successful in gaining AFL support, however,
Grubbs points to Gompers’s insistence on stamping out more radical factions during
World War I as the reason for that success. Ultimately, Grubbs suggests, the AFL could
fully support Gompers because the radical factions had been removed. Further, both
historians’ discussion of that resistance is limited as they examine Gompers’s reaction
without addressing the workers themselves.

In more recent years, scholarship has turned away from looking at Samuel

Gompers as the sole spokesperson for organized labor and has examined the movements

* Simeon Larson, Labor and Foreign Policy: Gompers. the AFL. and the First World 1918,

(Cranbury, NJ: Associated University Presses, 1975). Also: Frank L Grubbs, The Struggle for Labor
Loyalty: Gompers, the A.F.of L., and the Pacifists, 1917-1920, (Durham, NC: Duke UP, 1968).
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of workers within the AFL. Julie Greene in Pure and Simple Politics explores the

influence Gompers’s understanding of politics had on the AFL.” She contends that
Gompers was only able to construct AFL policy by exerting his dynamic influence and
was actually met with a measure of defeat from factions within who refused to go along
with the changes during World War I. Her discussion breaks away from Larson and
Grubbs by looking at the significance his politics had on workers. While her discussion is
still rather limited, it knocks Gompers off the pedestal as the embodiment for the AFL
and looks at his 1ideas as simply the most prominent within the union.

David Montgomery and Joseph McCartin take this idea even further. Both look at
Grubbs and Larson as the “old guard,” and suggest that while Gompers’s had been the
spokesperson for organized labor, he was by no means representative of the entire AFL.
Nor do these historians contend that AFL workers simply followed Gompers’s lead.
Rather, both Montgomery and McCartin note that radical factions existed within the
union and were by and large tolerated until World War I. In Fall of the House of Labor,
Montgomery notes that during the war, it was a “crucial matter for Gompers was to
secure the political loyalty of the AFL to the war effort,” regardless of the qualms” of
many of its rank-and-file preferring a more radical alternative to the Gompers’s
‘conservatism.® McCartin also points to more radical factions within the AFL as being
nothing new to the organization by 1917, but nonetheless problematic for Gompers
during this time. Using examples of movements in Schenectady and Bridgeport,

McCartin suggests that with “radical militants dominating the movement” in these

> Julie Greene, Pure and Simple Politics: The American Federatlon of Labor and Political Activism, 1881-
191’7 (New York, NY: Cambridge UP, 1998).

° David Montgomery, The Fall of the House of Labor: the Workplace, the State. and American Labor
Activism, 1865-1925, (New York, NY: Cambridge UP, 1987) p. 375.

Ba A e e R e D T L N S P 2 R D

A R D A e i e



Quinsland 7

centers of war production, “Gompers’s vision of industrial democracy as pure and simple

collective bargaining was sure to be challenged as the war unfolded.”’

Portland provides an interesting case study to build upon the sort of ideas
McCartin and Montgomery present. They cite examples of radical unionism in areas
where 1t should be expected; cities with radical heritage, like Butte or Seattle, or hubs of
Socialist or Wobbly activity that were bound to put up a fight. Moreover, those with
strong connections to war production were to be most affected by Gompers’s efforts in
shaping wartime work conditions.® As McCartin writes, it was centers of the metal trade

in which the radical alternatives were more visible and “loyalty to 'Gomperism' more

tenuous.”” But Portland had neither.

According to Carlos A. Schwantes, “Portland, in contrast with the communities

further north, never earned fame as a boom town.” He claims Portland had undergone
growth of a “slow and natural process,” compared to “her brash and energetic rivals, was

almost a declining city.” Sleepy and conservative, Schwantes notes, characterized

Portland’s labor leaders as well: “nowhere in the Pacific Northwest were labor leaders

9910

such models of restraint and caution.”™ This said, it is no surprise that Portland was

among the first city centrals in the region to join the AFL, getting a charter at the personal
request of Samuel Gompers in 1889, several years before other Northwest cities did so.'!

Additionally, Portland had only limited wartime production industry. Despite drastic

" Joseph A. McCartin, Labor’s Great War: The Struggle for Industrial Democracy and the Origins of
Modern American Labor Relations 1912-1921. (Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina Press,
1997), p. 63

° Wobbly is a name for members of the Industrial Workers of the World, one of the more radical
organizations at the time.

” McCartin, p. 538.
'Y Carlos A. Schwantes, Radical Heritage: Labor, Socialism, and in Washington and British

Columbia 1885-1917, (Moscow, ID: University of Idaho Press, 1979) 16.
'! Schwantes, p. 38.
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growth 1n the decade prior to the war, the construction of new docks and creation of new
jobs, a 1915 expose in Survey Magazine revealed the city to be suffering from severe

unemployment and poverty. E. Kimbark MacColl writes that as the nation geared up for

war 1n 1917, the already strained Portland would have to face “severe economic and social

conditions that it was not prepared to handle.”"

In response to the situations created by the war, “Portlanders generated a number
of rather unconventional [and] unpopular ideas,” according to Robert D. Johnston. "

Those 1deas were, 1deologically, far more left than would be expected from the picture of

Portland workers Schwantes portrays. But despite the lack of a radical heritage or the
typical sorts of industry that seemed to breed militancy, AFL workers in Portland grew
increasingly radical during the years of World War I and, as such, increasingly distant
from Gompers. While the reasons for this are many and complex, the focus in this essay
1s how that radicalism was evident and unabashed despite the fact it was operating under
Gompers’s leadership.'* The evidence of this distancing between worker and president
comes largely from the 1deas promoted in their respective newspapers.

Both the American Federationist and the Oregon Labor Press are classic
examples of labor journalism of the time, despite their dramatic differences in layout,
style, and even function. And while historical scholarship on labor during World War I

has grown during the last few decades, the subject of labor journalism remains relatively

* E. Kimbark MacColl, The_Growth of a City: Power and Politics in Portland, Oregon 1915-1950
(Portland, OR: Georgian Press, 1979) p. 35-36. See also: Owen, Bess C., “Fighting Unemployment and
Destitution in Portland,” Survey, Vol. 34, No. 1, April 10, 1915, p. 52- 53
" Robert D. Johnston, The Radical Middle Class: Populist Democracy and the Question of Capitalism in
Progresswe Era Portland, Oregon, (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2003), p. xii.

** Johnston’s discussion of Portland during the Progressive Era offers an in-depth discussion of Portlander’s
understanding of labor as being rooted in old, Lockean notions of production and land. Workers in Portland
were very interested in receiving the full value of the wealth they created, which put them at odds with

capitalism, big business, and, in many ways, the AFL. Johnston, chapters 1, 5, 11; during WWI, p. 171-
176.

. . .. . T Cr et e e e T e L e b e b Sl o e e o s A e i, o e e T
PR el e . . . . .. . . . . . E . . RN ; A T e it T ot Sl __.C\l"'?""_.l_._ E ety LA S T I T D R T Y R : .
hrtanh S T B D L L e L arhal s ql.'\.:_ﬂ.'_\.l.l.-\.:I..:_;_\...cl.:.._:..-_,l;\:u.-\.\.u.-:x.-_\lt.-_mr.:.;'..l...-_'\.\-.\;r.:'..\:'.f_:'.:':-.c'm.-:r.-\:l'\-":':':'.:'-'.-.F'\-.'.'-:\:'\.-'.'\-'.:\-l::.-lrl'.:|'\-"\-..-.-'\: LR T e, . . . . e ] . - e ) . . .. L . . .o . . T . T - . . . - " Car WL e o C - . L e e e e T S T A T e P T i B L P LA T,
. = LY, St P LY W, . e SR LRLICLE R bt P e N e S = = " . - "o . B H - . . . . L TR LI T T T Y T T N LI PR R A T T LN L. e . - et . e e =T . . . - . L =Lt " ; . P . . - - . s -t ATt e e S e P - . - .o . R E P T e A L . - N e . e . . . - e e . . . . L N Tt L L an . 3" [ ™ 2 Y L
e T e A o e o e e M g e L A R A Do e i Mg R eI T PR c e e e e e e T e L e e T L L e L L T e e N T R S L S T 5 o . . o ean s el a.
. e ST e . S B W S L e . Y . LT i R . L IR . . . . . T LI N I L : . . AT L R R T AT R - - N - N . o

T A A D o e I M T A P oty et

W T A S e e e L M e g A

T e 3 M e A




Quinsland 9

untouched. Indeed, labor historians often rely on the text of labor newspapers as materials
for research, but the significance of the publications themselves as mouthpieces of a
movement appear often overlooked." In addition to providing a new example of the split
between the AFL leader and radical factions within the union, this essay also seeks to

show the changes in the OLP and Federationist as examples of the role of the labor press

during a tumultuous time for unions.

Understanding the role of the labor newspapers, however, first requires some

understanding of how they differ from more mainstream media of their day. Taking a

number of shapes, sizes, and political opinions, the labor press could mean anything from
simply listing strikes 1n a news bulletin, or detailed news-magazines that centered around
the larger philosophical questions surrounding labor, the right to work, or the problems
with wages.'® With roots in the tremendous technological advancement and growth of
specialty presses during the 1880s, labor journalism was part of a larger trend of
newspapers transforming themselves to reflect broader developments in the country.'’
New technologies not only allowed newspapers to crop up on the smallest of budgets, but
the cheap printing cost meant the papers could also sell at a lower rate. Papers for many
sections of society began to develop; movements, opinions, organizations could all be

covered 1n a special press devoted to specific coverage. As a result, the publications often

" See Schwantes, p. 263 for a discussion of the significance of labor publications in producing labor
history, also: Johnston, p. 17-19.

' These questions were specifically taken from various 1917 issues of the OLP, AF, Butte Daily Bulletm
and Seattle Union Record.
' Often called the “Age of New Journalism,” the years between 1883 and 1900 were a time of tremendous
development in journalism. Cheaper printing costs meant cheaper newspapers, allowing for the growth of
both circulation and readership, and thus specialty newspapers — the Immigrant Press, club newspapers, and

labor publications are just some examples. The large number of papers also contributed to more newspaper
competition, which inevitably changed the face of the newspapers into flashier, eye appealing publications.

This also redefined news and news placement, securing the front page for more important, “breaking” news
to hook readers into buying from the newsstands. For more discussion of the labor press and specialty

press, see Wm. David Sloan (ed.), The Media in America: A History, (Northport, AL: Vision Press 2002),
chapter 12. _
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changed to reflect the viewpoints, not only of their editors, but also to the needs of their

readers. '

For workers, the labor press was an ally against the mainstream press, frequently
accused of “ruling the minds of the majority” or catering to business.'” As the Oregon
Labor Press claimed “we regard the newspapers as the most dangerous enemies of labor
and democracy because they are vehicles for the spreading of intelligence [for] one class,
while pretending to be the impartial mouthpieces of all classes of society.” It was, they
wrote, the “solemn duty to expose the fraud” and “flay the deceivers with all the power at

20 : :
our command.”" The newspaper was a tool for doing so. In the case of Gompers, it was

also a powertul tool for getting ones own interests promoted as well.

“Pure and Simple” Publication
Underneath the masthead of the American Federationist, before the articles and
advertisements began, even before the date and volume number, read a pure and simple
mission statement. The American Federation of Labor ensured readers that the periodical
in their hands was “Devoted to the interests and voicing the demands of the trade-union
movement.””*' Its pages were filled with everything from commentary on national policy

1ssues to news about labor developments 1n small towns across the country. During the

first 30 years ot the newspapers existence, the preponderance of this material was written

'* Sloan, p. 226, 244.

"> OLP March 2, 1918, p. 2. This is just one example of several features presented in the Press addressing
the need for a publication devoted to labor’s interest. Each time the argument is the same: business is

behind the daily newspapers, including the Oregonian, and thus will never give labor issues fair coverage
of their issues. See also: OLP Feb. 13, 1917, p. 2; June 8, 1918, p. 4.
* OLP March 2, 1918, p. 2.

‘! AF April 1914 — Dec. 1921.
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by the newspaper’s editor and AFL president, Samuel Gompers. As such, it was laced
with his ideas of trade unionism upon which he built the American Federation of Labor.*?
The domination of the Federationist by Gompers was particularly important prior
to and during war. As Gompers began to head in his own direction, the rest of the AFL
followed suit, but only after Gompers had fiercely promoted his opinions and exerted a
powertul influence over the rest of the organization. As Simeon Larson and Grace
Palladino contend, Gompers had a vital asset in the Federationist that allowed him to do
so. With complete control over all AFL publications, Gompers “was able to transform his
role into the guiding hand that led the Federation into unquestioned support of Wilson’s
war policies.”” To do so, Gompers flooded the pages of the Federationist with articles
and editorials to, as William George Whittaker notes, “harangue the rank-in-file” to adopt

his stance and “win the trade union movement to his own position.”**

By examining the content of the Federationist from 1912 to 1920, a dramatic
shift in the policy of the organization 1t represented is revealed. The years during the First
World War, primarily America’s entry in 1917, would prove a turning point at which the
American Federationist would move from being a non-partisan publication “devoted to
the interests and voicing the demands of the trade union movement,” into a tool that

promoted the aims of 1ts editor and his new friends in Washington, President Wilson and,

later, the Democratic Party.

Since 1ts founding in 1886, the AFL had frequently put its fingers into politics, but

had remained tformally nonpartisan. This was part of the “pure and simple” fundamental

*2 McCartin, p. 14. See also: William George Whittaker, “Samuel Gompers, Anti-Imperialist,” Pacific
Historical Review 38 (1969), p. 429-432.

* Larson, p. 42. See also: Grace Palladino, “Over Here: Samuel Gompers, the AFL and the First World
War,” Labor’s Heritage Winter/Spring (2002), p. 29.

“* Whittaker p.432, 436.
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Quinsland 12

planks on which the AFL would be built. “Pure and simple” meant that only trade union

members and leaders should determine the shape of labor politics, achieve basic goals

within the existing political system, and remain strictly non-partisan. This philosophy

was hatched by Gompers in the AFL’s formative years and was further engrained into the

very fibers of the AFL during his term as president, directly translating into the outlets of

his control, including AFL publications. *°

With Gompers at the editor’s desk of the Federationist, the newspaper was

saturated with his political philosophy. Its masthead claimed to be dedicated to the cause -

of the worker, and 1t meant it. The content that filled the pages never crossed the “pure

and simple” line.”® Moreover, Gompers frequently took the content into his own hands by

writing a substantial portion of it. It was still, however, a worker’s paper. The news, the

editorials, and everything 1in between was for the AFL unionist.

The typical monthly issue of the Federationist served a number of functions for

the AFL reader. It first provided the latest labor news, from strikes by rail workers to the

progress of labor legislation. Topics varied depending on the items of the month deemed

. 1 : 27
newsworthy and serialized stories were rare.”” When he wrote news, Gompers frequently

graced the front page, but his stories were brief and generally on topics different from the

other articles. He tended to save his words for the large editorial section that graced the

center of the paper. **

? McCartin, p. 14. See also: Whittaker p. 432, 436. :

26 |

Ibid.
" AF Jan 1912- April 1914, '

*® Article content summary based on averages from all American Federationist issues from Jan. 1912 to |
April 1914. Some issues carried as many as six major news articles in an issue, as few as two. Gompers’s
stories appeared in a random order, and did not always secure the front page. Labor news from England and
Germany rotated monthly, however some issues would carry both updates simultaneously. The annual

financial summary appeared every October and would take up some ten to fifteen pages. AF Jan. 1912-
April 1914,
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Those who waded to the middle of the publication would be met with an editorial
section that was just that: written by the editor. Each issue carried editorials dealing with
a wide variety of subjects, but never had any real connecting theme. In a single edition,
Gompers might tackle the parcel post, the International Workers of the World, women’s
suffrage and the need for workers to recognize the significance of Labor Day.” To
lighten things up, the paper was also sprinkled with poetry or human-interest stories to
strike the union chord 1n each reader. A story might tell tales of a brave worker and his
tattered uniform, or stir union loyalty with Kipling’s “Cry of Toil.”" The stories were

essentially tlutt, but served a point of directing readers back to the newspaper’s promise

of promoting workers’ interest.

Through 1ts content, the newspaper characteristically adhered to the policy of

“pure and simple,” particularly with regards to avoiding party politics. Stories often dealt
with politics, but any definite stance in favor of one party or ariother was absent. Instead,
the AFL adhered to “principles, not parties,” and did not support any party, candidate or
legislation that “says workers must not strike, must continue to work without

9931

Interruption” or “invades personal rights and liberty.””" Generally, articles that could

have potentially endorsed any person or party instead focused on the pros and cons for
organized labor. For example, during the Congressional elections in the fall of 1914 and
the presidential election of 1916, in depth articles or editorials endorsing a particular

candidate or party were absent from the publication. Rather, the few political articles that

% Ibid.

* Ibid. Cry of Toil featured Feb. 1913.
*! AF Feb. 1913, p. 116-117.
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were printed dealt with all of the candidates, reviewing their relationship to labor and

their stand on the open shop.™

Further, even though Gompers had been strengthening ties with the Woodrow
Wilson and the Democratic Party as early as 1912, it was not immediately apparent in the
newspaper until a few years later. Gompers’s efforts in swinging the labor vote in favor
of the Democrats that year had provided the AFL with immediate benefits.”> The
newspapers, though, refrained tfrom any indication that the two were drawing closer, save
for a few small hints in 1914. Ultimately the paper would full out endorse Wilson and the
Democrats, but 1t was not until America entered the war. Until that time, the newspaper

still carried its usual repertoire 1n its traditional fashion, avoiding even the subtlest hints

that the editor was growing closer to Wilson.™

But in September 1914, the front page of the Federationist ran a set of letters that
offered a hint to the direction the publication was heading. The first was a message from
the editor highlighting the endeavor of workers “who are striving to make freedom,
justice and humanity practical forces in daily life and work.” Appearing immediately
below 1t was another written by President Woodrow Wilson explaining “to the Editor of
the American Federationist... that there 1s a steady movement both of purpose and of
action towards justice, and a fuller comprehension and realization of the essential rights
and liberties of men.” Gompers further wrote that “the movement may at times seem

distressingly and discouragingly slow; and all that we have to do to set forward with

> AF July 1914-Nov 1914; July 1916-Nov 1916.

> The immediate creation of the Department of Labor and the United States Commission on Industrial
Relations proved to be a great victory for the AFL, as President Wilson would follow the advice of
Gompers in assigning William B. Wilson to head the new Department of Labor, thereby acknowledging
labor as a constituency of the Democratic Party and administration. McCartin, p.15.

** AF Jan. 1912 — April 1914. For more on the relationship between Gompers and Wilson, see McCartin, p.
54-58.
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increasing momentum 1s to think justly, propose the things that are right, and be afraid of
nothing except to be unfair and selfish and hasty when interests as great as the country
itself are involved.”> Despite Gompers’s base philosophy of non-partisan ship and the
paper’s mantra of “union first,” messages from Wilson began creeping into the pages of
the Federationist.™

In the later months of 1914 and throughout the following two years, Gompers
would devote only a small portion of the publication to anything that resembled Wilson’s
aims. His own work would maintain its regular volume, but the content also became
slightly more thematic and longer. Gompers also began to provide brief editorial on the
ongoing developments of the war in Europe.’’ The language, though, remained the same
calls to “resist all wage reductions,” “work for the eight-hour day!” and spoke of unions
“fighting to obtain justice.””® These were additionally intermixed with frequent messages
from Wilson posted 1n the editorial section. As time went on, Wilson received more
coverage and his letters were printed in full.”” But it was not until spring of 1917 that
Gompers made any blatant statements announcing full support of the president.

When America declared war on Germany in Apﬁl 1917, Gompers was quick to
rush to the colors. Gompers explained that to “carry on a war against the Imperial
German Government and to bring the war to a successful termination” required allowing
“the President to exert all the power” and supporting his “employ[ment] all of the

resources of our nation,” which included labor.® “The working people,” he wrote, “are

> AF Sept. 1914, p. 709.

> AF, Sept. 1914 — April 1916.

7 AF Jan. 1915 - April, 1916.

8 Ibid. AF, December 1914.

> AF April 1916-April 1917.

** AF May 1917, p. 357. AF April 1917-Dec. 1918. See aslo: Palladino, p. 32.
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fully prepared to do their part.”*' The newspaper soon became a manner in which
Gompers could “secure the cooperation of all those whose work is necessary in national

042

defense.”™ The stories would cry for “full support of President Wilson,” and his request

for “cooperation of men from all walks of life,” and hopes for “a national feeling and
national unity.”* Moreover, Gompers ensured that readers knew and understood what
Wilson wanted from them. In addition to reiterating its support, the newspaper also ran

full-page letters from Wilson and comments on Wilson’s aims and performance.*

Gompers would add to these with pleas to readers to cooperate with “the men on the
frontlines” who relied so heavily “upon its machinists and metal workers, upon those who
dig the ditches, who produce the materials of war, upon those whose hands are on the

throttles and levers of transportation, who connect the arteries of communication.””

For
the rest of 1917, and well 1nto 1918, the war would be headline news in the Federationist,

but 1ts editorials would take it a step further.

Unlike the previous volumes of the paper, the editions released during America’s
involvement in World War [ saw a theme that ran through the editorial sections. Titles
such as “To Steady, Not to Hinder,” “Patriotic, but on Guard,” “Win the War for
Freedom,” and the blatant “Why Labor Must Support the War,” alone illustrate the
general tone of the editorial section as a venue for Gompers’s new cause.*® Of course, the

content was no less oriented toward support of Wilson and the war. “The American

Y Ibid.

*> AF April, 1917, p. 269-273.

* AF May 1918, p 386; June 1917, p. 454.
* Ibid. AF April 1917-Dec. 1918. -

* Ibid.

** AF April 1917-Dec. 1918. These titles specifically: AF May 1917; May 1917; Sept. 1918; June 1918.
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nation 1s unreservedly in support of President Wilson,” he wrote. Moreover, he was still

prodding the laborers:

We serve in the great industrial army that serves overseas with the fighting
forces.... We must give this service without reserve until the war is won.

No strike ought to be inaugurated that can not be justified to the men

facing momentary death.*’
Editorials called workers and unions to do everything from abandon strikes and support
Wilson to promoting the sale of war savings, even to “take up the guns of the fallen” on
the battlefield.* But fiery statements in news and editorials were not the only method the
paper harangued 1ts readers to rally to the cause. “The man who wins is the average
man,” an unknown poet encouraged Federationist readers in July 1918. These poems and
short stories told the readers who were the real winners of the war:

For the man who wins 1s the man who works,

Who neither labor nor trouble shirks,

Who uses his hand, his head, his eyes.

The man who wins is the man who tries.*’

Tidbits highlighting valor 1in the workplace, continuous production and “making the earth
safe from fear by striking despots down” ran frequently during the war.”® As before, they
were essentially light pieces to breakup the heavy issues, but served the purpose of
drawing the readers’ attention to the cause.

These editorials and poems, coupled with headline news about the war and letters
from the White House created a publication that essentially acted as a vehicle for

promoting and supporting Wilson, a complete contradiction to its original insistence on

*” AF May, 1918, p. 386-386.

* AF June 1918, Sept. 1918, p. 304.

* Author not given. AF July 1918. p. 584.

" AF Jan. 1918 - Dec. 1918. This poem: Spencer, no title, in AF, Dec. 1918, p. 1088.
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allegiance to “principles, not to parties, or to men.”" But it didn’t just stop at support of

Wilson. During the Congressional election of 1918, the newspaper began to reveal a

- gradual orientation toward the Democratic Party. As before, the AFL would attend to

politics by covering 1ssues, rather than candidates, in terms of what was best for labor.
Those candidates more sympathetic to specific issues, in this instance particularly
maintaining the National War Labor Board, would be given full support and praise in the
Federationist.>* Previously, those candidates could be from either side of the aisle. This

time, Gompers outlined the AFL’s demands one by one and then set out how those |

demands were met by the Democratic Party. While it did not fully and blatantly endorse

the Democrats, as 1t would 1n the 1920 election, it gave a solid hint that a full embrace of

that party was in store.>

Gompers claimed “victory for democracy, now and forever” when the war ended.

His news and editorials would continue to rally behind Wilson for the editions that _ i

followed. As time went on, the newspaper would begin to revert to its old self. Gompers

wrote his standard single story and a few brief editorials on a variety of subjects. -
Moreover, the general theme of the newspaper would return to promoting the interests of
labor, this time 1n terms of “industrial democracy.” Workers made the world safe for
democracy, now 1t was time for democracy in the workplace. He encapsulated this new
target in a December, 1918 editorial: “Our great military victory means to our nation, to

the working people, opportunities to go on in democracy, making free use of the great
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> AF April, 1920 p. 321.

>* The National War Labor Board was one of the new state organizations to mediate between the ~
government and organized labor during the war to help maintain production. Throughout the war, these %
organizations secured a number of rights for labor, persuading many (including Gompers) that the state
could be a usetful ally in negotiating labor’s demands. Part of “Pure and Simple” unionism had been to

avoid this at all costs, but Gompers’s insistence the NWLB continue further marks a departure from that
philosophy. McCartin, p. 189-191.

> AF July 1918 — Nov. 1918.
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opportunities of democracy.” The poetry and short tales that dotted the paper would pat
workers on the back for a job well done, and urge them to now concentrate on the path
that lay before them. It would appear the newspaper was its old self again.™

But the paper had changed. During the last few years it had come to embrace a
partisanship that 1t had previously avoided at all cos<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>