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Students majoring in International Studies build the knowledge and skills needed to understand and work effectively in a global society. In addition to 
examining theories and practices of international relations and affairs, students engage in multi-disciplinary study in order to appreciate the politics, 
history, economy, language, and culture of a particular region of the world.  
 
The International Studies Major consists of three parts: a set of core courses, an international experience, and a second multi-disciplinary set of 
courses to support the student’s chosen international experience.  
 
International Studies majors are required to study outside of the United States. The semester prior to their study abroad, students enroll in Global Skills 
1, the preparation course. Before departing abroad, students should notify the Registrar that they will enroll in Global Skills 2, the online course that 
they will complete during their semester abroad. Upon their return from study abroad, students enroll in Global Skills 3, the re-entry course.  Courses 
taken while studying abroad may be accepted as elective courses in the major with approval of the International Studies Chair.  
 
Students unable to leave the United States for study abroad are encouraged to consider a minor in International Studies. The minor does not require 
international travel. 
The goals and formal requirements for the major in each of the four areas of emphasis are listed below. Please note that these requirements are 
slightly different from those for students who complete a major in American Studies.  
 
Program Learning Outcomes 
Students completing Pacific University’s International Studies major will: 

 Demonstrate basic competency in a second language as well as competency in intercultural communication 

 Have broad exposure to a chosen region of the world through multiple disciplines and perspectives 

 Demonstrate broad knowledge of global issues, policies, processes and trends 

 Demonstrate critical thinking and insight in issues of international policies, processes and trends 

 Be able to clearly articulate, consider and argue issues requiring diverse frames of reference and cultural ambiguity 

 Demonstrate writing and presentation skills needed to convey complex global issues with clarity and understanding 

International Studies:  Requirements for the Major 
 
A minimum of 16 (sixteen) credits of the major must be upper-level. 
 
Core Courses 
IS 220 Introduction to International Studies 4 credits 
IS 201  Intercultural Communication 4 credits 
ECON 102 Economics of Governments and Markets 4 credits 
POLS 345 International Political Economy 
    OR  

POLS 340 Security, Rights and Globalization 4 credits 
IS 401 Senior Seminar 4 credits 
IS 402 Senior Seminar and Thesis 2 credits 
Core Courses require a grade of C- or higher 
 
Language Proficiency  0-8 credits* 

CHIN 202  Intermediate Chinese 
FREN 202  Intermediate French 
GER 202 I Intermediate German  
JAPN 201 & 202  Intermediate Japanese 
SPAN 202  Intermediate Spanish  
SPAN 211 Spanish for Heritage Speakers 

*Students proficient in a second language beyond the 202 level may waive these credits/courses. Approval of the Chair of the World Languages 
Department is required for a waiver. 
Note: Students should plan to complete their 202 language course prior to study abroad.  
 
International Experience 
IS/HUM 311 Global Skills 1 - Prepare 2 credits 
IS/HUM 312 Global Skills 2 - Engage 1 credit 
IS/HUM 313 Global Skills 3 – Leverage 1 credit 
Study Abroad for one semester* 
*Students unable to study abroad during a regular semester may request to substitute a summer international experience of at least 8 credits for the 
study abroad requirement. The summer international experience must be approved by the Chair of International Studies.   
Electives  4 credits 
Take four credits from the following: 

ANTH/REL140  Intro to Comparative Religion 
BA 312  International Business 
BA/ECON 452  Global Finance 
ECON 329  International Economics 
ECON 328  Macroeconomics Govt/Central Banking 
ECON 341  International Trade and Development 
MUS/ANTH 241  Intro to World Music 
PH 325 Global Public Health 
POLS 180  The U.S. in World Affairs  
POLS 330  National Systems and Global Citizenship 
POLS 331  Modern Dictatorship 



SOC/PSJ 347  Global Capitalism and Neo-Colonial Inequality 
 
      
 
Geographic Area of Study  8 credits 
Take at least 8 credits from one group: 
 

Europe 
FREN 308/408  France Today 
FREN 304/404  French and Francophone Theater 
FREN 320/420  Women’s Writing in the Francophone World 
FREN 309/409  French Popular Culture 
GER 301  Topics in German Culture 
GER 305  Music, Modernism & Megalomania 
GER 306  From Ruins to Reunification 
GER 485  Seminar in German Studies 
HIST 208  England from Rome to Revolution 
HIST 232  The Holocaust 
HIST 235  Europe Since World War II 
HIST 301  The Medieval World 
HIST 333  History of the British Empire 
HIST 338  The Era of the French Revolution 
HIST 401  The World of Charlemagne 
HUM 207  German Film in English  

 
Asia 
ARTHI 276  Art & Architecture of Asia 
HIST 215  Imperialism in East Asia 
HIST 216  History of Modern Japan 
HIST 217  Making of Modern China 
HIST 318  The Business of Capitalism in East Asia 
HIST 415  Pan-Pacific Histories 
HUM 204  Chinese Cultural Study 
HUM 213  Introduction to Japanese Literature 
HUM 215  Modernity in Japanese Narrative 
IS/HUM 222  Introduction to Asian Studies 
PHIL 305  Asian Philosophy 
THEA/HUM 351 Traditional Theatre of East Asia 
 
Latin America 
ANTH/REL 240 Topics in Comparative Religion 
HUM 306 Latino Fiction 
ENGL 227 World Literature:  Magical Realism 
ENGL 324 Post-Colonial Literature:  Tales of Conquest Retold 
POLS/HIST 239  Latin American I 
POLS/HIST 241  Latin America II 
SPAN 325 Mexican-American Cultural Exploration 

 
Total Credits in major:  38-46 credits 
 

International Studies:  Requirements for the Minor 
 
IS 220 Introduction to International Studies 4 credits 
IS 201  Intercultural Communication 4 credits 
POLS 345 International Political Economy 4 credits 
    OR 
POLS 340  Security, Rights and Globalization 4 credits 
Two additional courses (8 credits, at least 4 credits at the 300 level or above) selected to support the student’s geographic area of study as listed 
above. 
 
Total Credits in minor: 20 

 
 
COURSES 
 
IS-155      Special Topics 
Go to https://www.pacificu.edu/about-us/centers-institutes/advising-center/new-topics-travel-class-descriptions or see the Advising Center. 
 
IS-201      Intercultural Communication 
This course develops awareness and skills for effective communication among people of different cultures. It explores problems related to value 
differences and examines perceptual relativity, cultural self-awareness, verbal and nonverbal behavior, value analysis, and communication strategies. 
For both United States and International students. Counts toward core requirement: International Perspectives. 4 credits. 
 
IS-220      Introduction to International Studies 
This course is designed to familiarize students with some of the many interpretive and methodological approaches used by scholars in the growing field 
of International Studies. The course uses an interdisciplinary approach to understand the global flow of people and commodities as well as some key 
events and institutions that shape contemporary power relations. Also listed as ANTH 220. 4 credits. 
 



IS-222      Introduction to East Asian Studies 

Provides a multidisciplinary approach to the study of East Asia. Through an examination of fiction, film, memoirs, historical documents, and scholarly 
writings, we will examine East Asia's place in the modern world. We will begin with an examination of the shared cultural and philosophical foundations-
i.e. Confucianism, Buddhism, and Daoism-that make East Asia a coherent region. We will focus on the eighteenth through twenty-first centuries, and 
particularly how various forms of media shed light on East Asian modernity. Also listed as HUM 222. Counts toward core requirement: International 
Perspectives. 4 credits. 
 
IS-255      Special Topics 
Go to https://www.pacificu.edu/about-us/centers-institutes/advising-center/new-topics-travel-class-descriptions or see the Advising Center. 
 
IS-275      Internship 
See department for details. Internship contract required. 1-4 credits. 
 
IS-311      Globals Skills I: Prepare 
In our globalized world, the ability to engage with cultural difference is a valuable skill. This course is designed to develop your intercultural 
communication skills and broaden your worldview for a smoother adaption to study abroad or other cross-cultural contexts. You'll get the most out of 
your cross-cultural experience and learn to communicate in diverse social and cultural settings. "Global Skills I" is part of a 3-course program to 
maximize your learning experience; see IS/HUM 312 and IS/HUM 313. Also listed as HUM 311. Counts toward core requirements: International 
Perspective and Diverse Perspectives. 2 credits. 
 
IS-312      Global Skills II: Engage 
This is an online course to support Pacific students studying abroad or participating in a semester-long cross-cultural experience, and it is open to 
international students studying at Pacific. Through online discussions, experiential assignments and written reflection, you will engage in processing 
your intercultural experiences while they are happening. As a result, you will adapt more effectively and deeply with your host culture. Global Skills 2 is 
part of a 3-course program to develop intercultural competence. Prerequisite: IS 311 or HUM 311 (exception for international students at Pacific 
University). Corequisite: Pacific University Study Abroad Program. Counts toward core requirements: International Perspectives and Diverse 
Perspectives. 1 credit. 
 
IS-313      Global Skills III: Leverage 
In this course, you will learn how to articulate your intercultural experience as an advantage on resumes and during job interviews. Additionally, the 
course is designed to help you retain your intercultural communication skills, which typically fade after re-entry.  The course will support you through 
your "reverse culture shock" and help you to transition from study-abroad or cross-cultural programs. GS 3 students may help mentor GS 1 students. 
Global Skills 3 is part of a 3-course program to develop intercultural competence. See descriptions for IS/HUM 311 & 312. Prereqisites: IS 311 or HUM 
311 AND IS 312 or HUM 312. Counts towards core requirements: International Perspectives and Diverse Perspectives. 1 cedit. 
 
IS-318      The Business of Capitalism in East Asia 
In the past sixty-odd years, Japan, South Korea, Hong Kong, Singapore, Taiwan, and, most recently, China, have all become leading economic powers 
in the world.  How did this happen?  Why did it happen?  Is there such a thing as an "East Asian Business Model"?  This course is a comparative 
history of how capitalism developed in East Asia, with a particular focus on the post-World War Two era.  Topics will include the role of science and 
technology, the interwar economy, the so-called East Asian Model of development, the "Japanese miracle," the rise of "Market Socialism" in China, the 
Japanese "bubble economy," and the role of "traditional" Asian cultures and heritages. Prerequisites: Junior standing (60 or more completed credits). 
Counts toward core requirement: International Perspectives. 4 credits. 
 
IS-355      Special Topics 

Go to https://www.pacificu.edu/about-us/centers-institutes/advising-center/new-topics-travel-class-descriptions or see the Advising Center. 
 
IS-395      Independent Study 
See department for details. Independent study contract required. 
 
IS-401      Senior Seminar 
This course is designed to demonstrate your accumulated knowledge and skills in International Studies in a single original project of your choice, 
subject to the instructor's approval. The completed thesis will bring together your geographic area of interest, your international study, your language 
study as well as an issue of your choosing. The senior seminar will include instruction in sources, materials and methods of research, writing, and 
critical analysis. Prerequisite: Senior standing (90 or more completed credits) and declared International Studies major. 2 credits. 
 
IS-402      Senior Seminar and Thesis 
A continuation of IS 401. Sources, materials, and methods of research, writing, and critical analysis. Preparation and defense of major research 
project. Prerequisite: IS 401. 2 credits. 
 
IS-450      Special Topics in International Studies 
This seminar course is an elective which focuses on topics of special interest to students and International Studies faculty. The course allows students 
to explore possible topics for their thesis and the methods for approaching those topics. Students may take the course concurrently with IS 401. 
Prerequisite: Senior standing (90 or more completed credits) and study abroad. May be repeated for credit. 4 credits. 
 
IS-455      Special Topics 

Go to https://www.pacificu.edu/about-us/centers-institutes/advising-center/new-topics-travel-class-descriptions or see the Advising Center. 
 
IS-475      Internship 
See department for details. Internship contract required. 
 
IS-495      Independent Research 

Designed to assist students who are embarked upon Senior Thesis work.  These are student-conducted individual research projects. Senior Standing 
in IS. Independent study contract required.  




