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One fun fact about herself 
Just recently found out that she met and 
hugged Lavar Burton  
of Star Trek and Reading Rainbow fame 
when she was little.  
 
Current sustainability work 
Isabella is a member of Americorps 
through Confluence Environmental 
Center, a Portland non-profit 
organization that works for 
environmental justice. She is stationed 
with Washington County as a waste 
outreach reduction specialist and has 
earned her Master Recycler certification. 
Currently she is working on two large 
scale projects.  
 
Her first project is the “Multi-Family 
Project”. Her job is to go to multi-family 
living communities (e.g. apartment 
buildings and townhomes) and make 
sure they have the recycling services 
they have a right to including 
commingled and glass recycling. She 
also meets with property managers to 
figure out what recycling services are 
available, see how they are being used 
and find areas that could use 
improvement. She then plans outreach 
events for these communities including 
tabling, door to door interactions, after-school recycling programs and many others. Most 
recently she designed a reusable recycling bag with printed recycling instructions on it to meet a 
certain community’s needs.  
 
Her other big project, “Eat Smart- Waste Less”, focuses on decreasing food waste. It involves 
going around to different community groups and teaching proper food storage, how to save 
money with grocery purchases, tips for eating smarter and healthier, and practical ways to 
decrease how much food is disposed of. Most recently she has put on programs for a girl scout 
troop, the Tigard Rotary Breakfast Club, and the Muslim Temple’s high school program.  
 
Exciting upcoming sustainability projects 
Currently she has an Americorps community service project in the works. She will be partnering 
with Pacific’s Center for Civic Engagement office to expand their end of year Give-n-Go project 
to the whole Forest Grove community. This event consists of students turning in personal items 
they no longer need at the end of the year and other students see if there are items they want or 



need. This year, Pacific has okayed two days of Give-n-Go to be open to the entire  Forest 
Grove community. Additionally, local community groups will be allowed to take away items as 
well. 
 

How Pacific influenced her sustainability journey 
Isabella attributes getting her start in the field to Professor Deke Gunderson. She went to him 
after taking his Permaculture class and asked about internships in the environmental field. He 
then introduced her to Jared Kinnear of Forest Grove Clean Water Services who took her on as 
a summer intern where she completed a 20 year plan for Fern Hill Wetlands. From there got 
another internship working for the City of Hillsboro’s Water Department under the direction of 
Tacy Steele. She also got very involved with the Center for Sustainable Society and director 
David Knaus referred her to become a Sustainability intern for Aramark. All this experience and 
excellent direction was instrumental in developing her passion for environmental causes and 
getting her where she is today. 
 
Advice for Pacific students wanting to pursue careers in sustainability and the 
environment 
 
Isabella says, “Talk to your professors. Email them, go to office hours, ask them for advice. 
They are your best resource at Pacific. I can directly attribute a conversation with Professor 
Deke Gunderson to getting me where I am today.”  
 


